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do.    On another occasion a rich citizen of Hippo, living at Carthage, sent him  the deeds of some property, which was to pass to the Church at his death.    After a few years he sent his son with a humble request that the tablets should be given to him, as the father now wished to leave the property to his children.    The letter which Augustine wrote the man, after returning the deeds, has, unhappily,   not   been   preserved.     But   Possidius tells us that he put a due degree of warmth into his   'increpation,'   and   refused   the   offered   consolation of a gift of money.     It must be understood,  however,  that Augustine  had generally  a humane  feeling   in   these   matters,   and    advised parents to provide for their children  before they thought of the Church.
From  all this  the reader  will   have   gathered that the Christian community, as well as the pagan, looked   to   the   wealthy   for   the   support   of  its pastors.    It is by no means an agreeable impression that one receives of Augustine's congregation on  reading   his  letters  and  sermons.      It is not only small, but it is exceedingly poor in spiritual quality.    The sermons are constantly recurring to the coarsest vices, and are full  of complaints  of empty benches, especially when the pagan festivals